THE FAR EAST (9)

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS taken by U.S.A. from
Spain after war 1898-9, Altogether more than
7,000 islands in group; eleven with areas of over
15ooo square miles, including Luzon, 40,000 square
miles, and Mindanao, 37,000 square miles. Total
area, 114,000 square miles: population, 13 million.
Islands discovered by Magellan, 1521, and under
Spanish rule since i6th century. Ninety per cent of
inhabitants Christian (Roman Catholic). Principal
products, rice, hemp, copra, sugar, tobacco, and
rubber.
By Act of U.S.A. Congress, 1934, ratified by
Philippines, 1935, provisional independence granted
to islands for period of ten years, after which period
islands take over full sovereignty and become
Philippine Republic. In meantime, control of foreign
relations and of imports and exports reserved to
U.S.A., who also maintain naval bases in islands.
109